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November 1, 2012

Hector Guerra

County of Tulare - RMA
5961 S. Mooney Blvd.
Visalia, CA 93277

Project: Harvest-Tulare Anaerobic Digester and Compressed Natural Gas Facility
Project (Harvest-Tulare AD and CNG Project)

District CEQA Reference No: 20120634

Dear Mr. Guerra:

The San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control District (District) has reviewed the
Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the Harvest-Tulare project. The proposed project
consists of composting facility proposing to add an anaerobic digester to the existing
composting operations to process organic materials. The District offers the following
comments:

Emissions Analysis

1) The District is currently designated as extreme nonattainment for the 8-hour ozone
standard, attainment for PM10 and CO, and nonattainment for PM2.5 for the federal
air quality standards. At the state level, the District is designated as nonattainment
for the 8-hour ozone, PM10, and PM2.5 air quality standards. The District
recommends that the Air Quality section of the Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
include a discussion of the following impacts:

a) Criteria Pollutants: Project related criteria pollutant emissions should be
identified and quantified. The discussion should include existing and post-project

emissions.
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i) Construction Emissions: Construction emissions are short-term emissions
and should be evaluated separate from operational emissions. The District
recommends preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) if annual
construction emissions cannot be reduced or mitigated to below the following
levels of significance: 10 tons per year of oxides of nitrogen (NOx), 10 tons
per year of reactive organic gases (ROG), or 15 tons per year particulate
matter of 10 microns or less in size (PM10).

ii) Operational Emissions: Permitted (stationary sources) and non-permitted
(mobile sources) sources should be analyzed separately. The District
recommends preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) if the sum
of annual permitted and non-permitted emissions cannot be reduced or
mitigated to below the following levels of significance: 10 tons per year of
oxides of nitrogen (NOx), 10 tons per year of reactive organic gases (ROG),
or 15 tons per year particulate matter of 10 microns or less in size (PM10).

Nuisance Odors: The project should be evaluated to determine the likelihood
that the project would result in nuisance odors. Nuisance orders are subjective,
thus the District has not established thresholds of significance for nuisance
odors. Nuisance odors may be assessed qualitatively taking into consideration of
project design elements and proximity to off-site receptors that potentially would
be exposed objectionable odors.

Health Impacts: Project related health impacts should be evaluated to determine
if emissions of toxic air contaminants (TAC) will pose a significant health risk to
nearby sensitive receptors. TACs are defined as air pollutants that which may
cause or contribute to an increase in mortality or serious illness, or which may
pose a hazard to human health. The most common source of TACs can be
attributed to diesel exhaust fumes that are emitted from both stationary and
mobile sources. Health impacts may require a detailed health risk assessment
(HRA).

Prior to conducting an HRA, an applicant may perform a prioritization on all
sources of emissions to determine if it is necessary to conduct an HRA. A
prioritization is a screening tool used to identify projects that may have significant
health impacts. If the project has a prioritization score of 1.0 or more, the project
has the potential to exceed the District's significance threshold for health impacts
of 10 in a million and an HRA should be performed.

If an HRA is to be performed, it is recommended that the project proponent
contact the District to review the proposed modeling approach. The project would
be considered to have a significant health risk if the HRA demonstrates that
project related health impacts would exceed the District’'s significance threshold
of 10 in a million.
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2)

More information on TACs, prioritizations and HRAs can be obtained by:

. E-mailing inquiries to: hramodeler@valleyair.org; or

« Visiting the District's website at:
http://www.valleyair.org/busind/pto/Tox_Resources/AirQualityMonitoring.htm.

In addition to the discussions on potential impacts identified above, the District
recommends the EIR also include the following discussions:

a) A discussion of the methodology, model assumptions, inputs and results used in
characterizing the project's impact on air quality. To comply with CEQA
requirements for full disclosure, the District recommends that the modeling
outputs be provided as appendices to the EIR. The District further recommends
that the District be provided with an electronic copy of all input and output files for
all modeling.

b) A discussion of the components and phases of the project and the associated
emission projections, including ongoing emissions from each previous phase.

c) A discussion of project design elements and mitigation measures, including
characterization of the effectiveness of each mitigation measure incorporated into
the project.

d) A discussion of whether the project would result in a cumulatively considerable
net increase of any criteria pollutant or precursor for which the San Joaquin
Valley Air Basin is in non-attainment. More information on the District's
attainment status can be found online by visiting the District's website at:

http://valleyair.org/aqinfo/attainment.htm.

District Rules and Requlations

3)

4)

The proposed project may be subject to District rules and regulations, including:
Regulation VIII (Fugitive PM10 Prohibitions), Rule 4102 (Nuisance), and Rule 4641
(Cutback, Slow Cure, and Emulsified Asphalt, Paving and Maintenance Operations).
In the event an existing building will be renovated, partially demolished or removed,
the project may be subject to District Rule 4002 (National Emission Standards for
Hazardous Air Pollutants).

This project will be subject to District Rule 2010 (Permits Required) and Rule 2201
(New and Modified Stationary Source Review) and will require District permits. Prior
to construction, the project proponent should submit to the District an application for
an Authority to Construct (ATC). For further information or assistance, the project
proponent may contact the District's Small Business Assistance (SBA) Office at
(559) 230-5888.
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5) As stated above, the project will be subject to District Rule 2010 and Rule 2201. Per
Section 4.4.3 of District Rule 9510 (Indirect Source Review), any project whose
primary functions are subject to District Rule 2010 and Rule 2201 is exempted from
Rule 9510. Therefore, the District concludes that the proposed project is not subject
to District Rule 9510.

6) The above list of rules is neither exhaustive nor exclusive. To identify other District
rules or regulations that apply to this project or to obtain information about District
permit requirements, the applicant is strongly encouraged to contact the District's
Small Business Assistance (SBA) Office at (559) 230-5888. Current District rules
can be found online at the District’'s website at:

www.valleyair.org/rules/1ruleslist.htm.
The District recommends that a copy of the District's comments be provided to the
project proponent. If you have any questions or require further information, please call
Mark Montelongo at (5659) 230-5905.
Sincerely,

David Warner
Director of Permit Services

. Arnaud Marjollet
Permit Services Manager
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